
 

 

 

 

 

Social Justice… faith in the worthiness of each person… 

 

The International Misericordia Family is greatly concerned about inequalities and injustices and 

the impact this may have on families, especially single mothers and their children. To incarnate 

the charism of Mother Rosalie in our world requires social commitment which calls us to meet 

major challenges to build a world that is more just and more 

liveable. 

We asked Sharon Taylor founder and director of the Wolseley 
Family Centre in Winnipeg, member of the Heritage Group, to 
tell us about her vision with regard to social justice. Sharon 
founded the Wolseley Family Centre on a fundamental principle: 
the right to dignity. It goes without saying that she is imbued 
with the value of justice. She has received several awards for her 
meritorious services in social commitments. We are blessed to 
have someone who is so committed, motivated and passionate in 
our Family.  

In order to better grasp important issues of our social action, 

Sharon helps us to reflect deeply on the meaning of the word 

“justice” towards single mothers in distress. She compels us to 

seriously reflect on their realities by leading us on the long journey that single mothers have to 

undertake and the various stages they have to go through to regain their dignity and their 

worthiness. Finally, when a woman is transformed in one aspect of her life, she experiences 

great happiness not only for herself but for her children, her family members, her community 

and those who support her.  

After reading her reflection, we can make the link with the Gospel text of Luke 13:10-16, the 

crippled woman who is broken, who keeps her eyes on the ground unable to look at others face 

to face. After an unexpected meeting with Jesus, she straightens up and fulfills herself in all 

that is good and beautiful in her. 

I wish you an enjoyable reading and invite you to allow yourself                        

to be challenged by a message that cannot leave us indifferent! 
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“Social justice is the foundation of Wolseley Family Place. It is the belief that each person has 

value. It is a process which we can all engage in through the pain and all the joy.  

In my present work, it is about making “the invisible woman” visible and to 

be respected with dignity. Here is Wolseley Family Place's invisible woman. 

She is an incredible woman, who will not ordinarily be recognized for the 

outstanding accomplishments of her life, for the work she does under the 

extreme circumstances in which she lives.  

She is a woman who has taken herself along an incredible journey and who 

provides the resources for her children to undertake a similar journey. Her 

contribution to the upbringing of the future generation is immeasurably 

significant and the state of the future generation is, in turn, highly 

significant to all of humanity.  

Her story reflects the reality of many women, indeed, women of the world, women who also 

will never be formally recognized under ordinary circumstances.  

This woman's achievements are outstanding in that they were accomplished despite the 

enormous barriers that she was forced to face and overcome in her quest to succeed. The 

uniqueness of her achievements is apparent when we look at those barriers and realize how 

indomitable, how extensive, and how pervasive they are in her life, and when we realize just 

what it must have taken for her to overcome those barriers.  

This woman has borne, birthed, breast-fed and is raising children, making constructive decisions 

through conscious deliberate choices, despite a background of limited choices.  

This woman has successfully left behind compulsive habits of substance use, including an 

addiction to alcohol, marijuana, crack and solvents. In order to do this, she has had to 

overcome the background issues which compelled her to use in the first place. This woman no 

longer uses self-harm, no longer uses the coping mechanism of slashing and burning herself. 

Instead she bares her arms and allows the world to see her scars, accepting them as part of who 

she is and seeing them as memories of her life. This woman currently demonstrates herself as a 

strong woman and a valuable asset to her family and her community.  

At one time she considered herself worthless, a non-existent entity. At another time, she 

believed she was evil and did not deserve to live, repeatedly attempting to end her life through 

direct suicide attempts and indirect attacks on the self through substance use and self-harm. 

This woman has learned the fine art of self-control.  
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As a child, she learned that violent outbursts scared people into submitting to her will. Growing 

into womanhood, she continued the pattern subjecting those around her to violent attacks and 

acts of destruction.  

She now knows and embraces her power and uses it to serve herself and her family in 

constructive ways. This woman has learned the value of close friendships. There were times in 

her life when she had alienated everyone she knew, when the only people she associated with 

were other users. 

Now she comfortably meets women and talks with them, sharing her engaging personality and 

celebrating them. This woman has learned to trust. As a child she learned to never count on 

what people said, to never believe that any person was safe to be around, to always keep her 

guard up, to know that she could easily be hurt by any person who might enter her life. She now 

knows there are people she can count on, people who will do exactly as they say they will, 

people who will protect her and look out for her. And she has learned to know the difference 

between the two kinds of people.  

This woman has created a home for herself and her family. As a child, she did not know a home, 

having moved many times and having lived in circumstances determined by poverty and 

discrimination.  

She has found a way to settle into a place that has enough space for her 

family members and their belongings, a place that permits her children to 

stay in the same schools throughout their learning years, a place that they 

can call home and feel safe and secure.  

This woman is studying in an effort to improve her academic education. 

Her schooling was interrupted by frequent changes in her family's living 

circumstances. She was negatively labeled in school so that she believed 

there was something wrong with her. And she was compelled, by the need 

to kill her emotional pain, to use substances which distracted her also from 

her studies.  

She has learned that her inability to learn during her school years was much more about the 

circumstances surrounding her than about her innate intelligence which she has discovered is 

quite significant.  

This woman has become employed on a part-time basis. She has developed skills which help her 

to get to work on time and to live up to her employment commitments. She has learned to 

communicate and to work co-operatively with her fellow employees. She has demonstrated 

competence in her field.  

All of this has been an immense struggle as she comes from a background of family and friends 

who have minimal employment-related skills as employment was a sporadic, unfulfilling part of 
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life. This woman's achievements are unique and outstanding since she has accomplished all this 

despite a history of violence, poverty and discrimination.  

This woman's most notable contribution to the well-being of her community is encapsulated in 

the up-bringing of her children. She has seen the value of raising children with utmost care and 

attention. She has been devoted to her task of improving her own life, thereby setting her 

children up for greater success in their own lives.  

This woman has become involved in community development issues. She has worked in 

community kitchens, participated in neighbourhood potlucks and picnics, has joined women's 

groups and sharing circles. She has shared her sense of humour, her energy and her ideas.  

This woman's very life provides a challenge for those who don't face similar barriers in their own 

life. Her accomplishments stand up as a sample of the enormous power a woman can wield. This 

woman shares her successes and her challenges with her friends, telling her story quietly and 

clearly. She seeks opportunities to assist other mothers with the rearing of their children and 

with their personal struggles. This woman listens to other women, supporting and encouraging 

them to tell their story and to find their path. She acknowledges their strengths and forgives 

their weaknesses and she encourages them to do the same for themselves and others. This 

woman walks her path and leaves her life open to the awareness of others. She does not 

proselytize or pretend to know other people's answers. She does not set herself up as a model 

for others, but by simply living her truth, she serves as a guide for other women.  

 

«”This is the Invisible Woman Made Visible.                                                          

This is a story of social justice.                                                                      

It is the belief that everyone has value.” 

 

When Rosalie and our Sisters accepted to come to the assistance of single mothers,             

their protégés, they experienced the same realities as these women                                 

who were obliged to live hidden away, invisible in the eyes of society.                            

Our Sisters worked relentlessly with great perseverance and hope                                       

for the respect and dignity of these women known as “fallen women”.                                  

Today, this mission has emerged from the shadows.                                                         

Pope Francis has recognized the Venerability of Mother Rosalie. 

Rosalie is an inspiring model for mothers, society and the Church! 

       Denise Tessier                    Martine Fradet                      Lise Bouchard          

Coordinator                                      Assistant                                           Secretary 

 


