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BEING “SALT AND LIGHT” 
BY OUR POSITIVE INFLUENCE IN OUR MILIEU 

 
Rosalie, an uneducated simple woman was able to influence the women and men of her time by 
her faith and her leadership. To this day, effects of her influence continue to bear fruit for 
mothers in need of maternity care and their children. 
 
As we walk in the footsteps of Rosalie and of our Sisters, the Gospel challenges us to be “salt and 
light” in the world. Therefore, it is our responsibility to add our grain of salt to give a taste to 
life, to ease what may be too hard at times and to keep and preserve what is essential. We also 
have to be “light” for others in order to enlighten them, guide them and show them what may 
cause harm to others and to the community. 
 
This year, Sr. Monique Lallier, General Superior of the Misericordia Sisters asked the members of 
the large Misericordia Family to invest themselves in mothers, their children and loved ones by 
getting involved humanly, spiritually and socially. She reminded us that we have a specific 
mission that is universal and that each of our actions can influence our surrounding in a 
meaningful way. 

 
Together, we have the power to change things! 

 
Our mission of Rosalie Hall, Scarborough has been one of these pages of the Gospel. 
 

Their presence and words have made a difference… 

 

In recent times, the members of Rosalie Hall, Scarborough, because of 

their deep convictions, their faithfulness and love for the mission, were 

able to exercise a positive and convincing influence on the decision 

taken by the administrators of the Scarborough General Hospital not to 

close their maternity and births department.
1
  

                                                 
1
 1914-1956: Foundation of the mission in Toronto, Ontario by the Misericordia Sisters. The St. Mary’s Infant Home was a home 

for single mothers and there was the St. Mary’s Hospital. In 1956, these services were restructured in Scarborough and 

consequentially changed name. 

 

1956: Construction of a home for single mothers and their children and was called Rosalie Hall. In 1972 The Scarborough General 

Hospital was transferred to a lay corporation. 

 

Rosalie Hall, Scarborough is still very active today. It is part of the Heritage Group of the Misericordia Family. 

 

The next annual gathering of the Heritage Group will be held on October 24, 25 and 26, 2013 in Scarborough. On this occasion, we 

will celebrate the 100 years of existence of Rosalie Hall, Scarborough. 

 

 

http://studentlifelink.ca/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/rosalie-hall1.jpg
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In fact, last spring, the Scarborough General Hospital had advised the Scarborough 
community that they were going to shut down the maternity department. Yet, services 
were still needed by the community and provided considerable support to our Rosalie Hall 
mission, situated beside the hospital. 
 
The Rosalie Hall team intervened skilfully. They insisted on the fact that the Rosalie Hall 
resource center and the Scarborough General Hospital had been founded by the 
Misericordia Sisters to provide services to a vulnerable clientele. A mother who had gone 
through a difficult pregnancy and her child came to demonstrate that the valuable 
heritage passed on by our Sisters as well as the needs of the community had to be 
considered in the final decision. 
 
Thanks to the grouping of members, partnership with organizations and a study made by a 
panel of experts, the hospital decided to maintain services. 
 
Congratulations to all the collaborators of Rosalie Hall! Through your efforts and your 
concrete actions the legacy of our Sisters has been protected and respected and the 
needs of young mothers will continue to be met. This is a victory for the Misericordia 
Family. 
 
We rejoice with you… 
 
 

Let us keep in mind that it is through community prayer that our Sisters 
drew the strength, the courage and the tenacity to live the mission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

 

The fruitfulness of prayer 
 

 

According to Emmet Fox, prayer changes the course of things. Regardless of the nature or 
the causes of suffering and turmoil, difficulties can be overcome if we pray fervently with 

perseverance.2   

 
 
 

In our Info-Letter of June 2012, we had asked our 
readers to be united in prayer to support Mr. 
Gordon Self, member of the Misericordia Family 
of the Heritage group in Edmonton, Alberta and 
his collaborator who were to meet government 
officials to submit their project of safe shelters 
for newborns so that they would not be 
abandoned in back allies, trash bags and 
containers. 

 
 
Last May, two hospitals inaugurated the 
first drop-off sites for babies called “angel 
cradles” or “baby boxes” at the Grey Nuns 
Community Hospital and at the 
Misericordia Community Hospital in 
Edmonton, Alberta. The hospital 
administrators hope that this new program 
will safeguard the future of these 
newborns by protecting them.3   
 

 
 

The project was completed successfully through perseverance  
as well as action in prayer. 

 
 
Our Sisters also remind us that prayer is at the heart of the mission and that it is by the 
power of community prayer that this work of God has withstood the test of time and the 
many challenges of each era.  
 

                                                 
2
 Le Sermon sur la Montagne et l’Oraison dominicale, (The Sermon on the Mountain and Sunday Prayer)  Emmet Fox, Librairie 

Astra, Paris, page 16. 
3
 http://www.cbc.ca/edmonton-angel-cradles-newborns. 
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As heirs, how can we ensure continuous prayer 
within the Misericordia Family? 

 
What if it would be through our personal participation? 
 
The Rosalie Cadron Jetté Center (RCJC) wishes to propose to the members of the 
Misericordia Family an active and revitalizing way of praying using the continuous Novena 
to Rosalie. Active, because the novena leads us through the important stages of Rosalie’s 
life and because is directly linked: 
 

 to the current life of mothers in distress, their children and their family; 

 to the members of the Misericordia Family engaged in this mission; 

 to those who entrust prayer requests to Rosalie; 

 to the glorification of Rosalie; 

 and to our own life by our personal prayer intentions. 

 

This novena is also revitalizing because when praying, it 
imbues the spirituality of Rosalie in us and makes us 
experience a moment of solitary prayer by which we are in 
communion with hundreds of people. 
 
At the present time, 50 lay persons are united to our Sisters by 
praying the continuous Novena to Rosalie. If each member 
joined the Prayer Group of the continuous Novena of the RCJC 
by reciting, in faith, this novena to Rosalie for 9 days or more 
per year, we would have all it takes to stand firm today and 
far beyond. 
 
Rosalie Cadron-Jetté had experienced faith and love in her daily life in her childhood and 
long before becoming Mother of the Nativity. At her last breath, she murmured, “O my 
Jesus!” Prayer had been an integral and fruitful part of her life.  
 
The RCJC invites you to join the Prayer Group of the continuous Novena to Rosalie by 
sending your complete address either by e-mail to secretaire.crcj@videotron.ca; by 
regular mail to Centre Rosalie-Cadron-Jetté, 12435, avenue de la Miséricorde, Montreal 
(QC) H4J 2G3; or by phone at (514) 332-0550, ext. 1-330. 
 
Upon receipt, we will send you by return mail the 9 days designated to you and the 
booklet of the novena. We will then ensure a follow-up reminder service by phone that 
will give us the opportunity to share specific prayer requests with you and talk to you 
briefly. 
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Since the opening of the St. Pélagie Maternity in 1845, 
this work of God has steadily developed. 

 
Did you know that over 200,000 children were born 

in the Misericordia Hospital in Montreal? And then we can add 
those born in other houses founded in Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, 

Alberta and the United States. 
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